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Introduction

When you first hear the term airbus ata chapter list, you might picture a dense technical manual, a labyrinth of

codes and diagrams that only seasoned engineers can decipher. In reality, this list is a foundational tool that brings

order to the complex world of aircraft maintenance. By providing a standardized structure for cataloging every

component, system, and procedure, the ATA Chapter system enables airlines, maintenance organizations, and

regulatory bodies to communicate clearly, streamline repairs, and ensure safety across the globe.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the origins of the ATA Chapter system, why it matters for Airbus aircraft,

how to locate and use the list, and practical tips for integrating it into daily maintenance workflows. Whether you’re

an aviation technician, an airline operations manager, or simply an enthusiast curious about the inner workings of

modern jets, this article will equip you with the knowledge you need to navigate the Airbus ATA Chapter list with

confidence.

What Is the ATA Chapter List?

The ATA Chapter list—short for Air Transport Association Chapter list—was developed in the 1950s to create a 

universal language for aircraft documentation. Each chapter is assigned a two �digit number that represents a 

specific system or component. For example, Chapter 10 covers Airframe, while Chapter 21 deals with Electrical 

Systems. This numbering scheme allows maintenance personnel to quickly locate the relevant section in manuals,

service bulletins, and repair instructions.

For Airbus aircraft, the ATA Chapter list is integrated into every technical data package, from the Aircraft 

Maintenance Manual (AMM) to the Flight Crew Operating Manual (FCOM). The list is updated regularly to reflect 

new technologies, design changes, and regulatory requirements. As a result, the airbus ata chapter listremains a

living document that evolves alongside the aircraft itself.

Why the ATA System Is Essential for Airbus

•  Consistency Across Models: Airbus produces a family of aircraft—from the A320neo to the A350 �900. The ATA 

chapters provide a common reference framework that applies to all models, reducing confusion when technicians 

work on multiple variants.

•  Regulatory Compliance: Aviation authorities such as the FAA, EASA, and ICAO require that maintenance 

documentation follows the ATA structure. Using the correct chapters ensures that work is traceable and auditable.

•  Efficient Parts Management: Parts suppliers catalog components using ATA numbers. When a maintenance 

team orders a replacement part, they can specify the exact chapter, making procurement faster and more accurate.

•  Cross �Industry Collaboration: Airlines, maintenance organizations, and engineering firms across the world use 

the same numbering system, facilitating collaboration and knowledge sharing.

How to Access the Airbus ATA Chapter List

While the ATA Chapter list is embedded within many maintenance documents, you can also find it in several

dedicated resources. Below are the most common ways to access the list:



1.  Manufacturer’s Technical Data Packages: The Airbus technical data portal hosts downloadable PDFs that 

contain the full chapter list along with detailed subsections.

2.  Maintenance Management Systems (MMS): Airlines often use digital platforms like IBM Maximo or SAP 

EHS. These systems store the ATA chapters as part of their configuration, allowing technicians to search by 

chapter number.

3.  Online Databases: Several aviation websites maintain up �to �date ATA lists. A quick search for “airbus ata 

chapter list” will return links to official Airbus pages or reputable third �party databases.

4.  Printed Manuals: The Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM) includes a table of contents that lists all ATA 

chapters. Even in the age of digital, many maintenance crews still keep hard copies for quick reference.

Once you have the list in hand, the next step is to understand how to read and apply it.

Decoding the ATA Chapter Structure

Each ATA chapter is identified by a two �digit number, sometimes followed by a letter or a sub �number to denote

sub �sections. Below is a snapshot of the most frequently referenced chapters for Airbus aircraft:



Chapter Title Typical Content

10 Airframe Structural components, fuselage, 
wings, empennage

20 Powerplant Engines, nacelles, thrust reversers

21 Electrical Systems Generators, batteries, wiring, avionics

23 Flight Controls Primary and secondary controls, 
hydraulics

27 Landing Gear Gear assemblies, brakes, steering

30 Flight Deck Flight instruments, displays, controls

40 Cabin Seating, lavatories, galley

50 Fire Protection Fire extinguishers, detection systems

60 Hydraulics Systems, pumps, reservoirs

70 Avionics Communication, navigation, 
surveillance

80 Environmental Control Air conditioning, pressurization

90 Miscellaneous Miscellaneous systems, accessories

Within each chapter, sub �chapters (e.g., 21.1, 21.2) break down the system into manageable sections. For example, 

21.3 might cover the Electrical Power Distribution system, while 21.5 addresses Avionics Power.

Using the Chapter Number in Maintenance Tasks

•  Work Order Creation: When drafting a work order, include the ATA chapter number to indicate the affected 

system. This ensures that the correct parts and procedures are applied.

•  Root Cause Analysis: During a failure investigation, referencing the ATA chapter helps isolate the problem 

area and cross �check against known service bulletins.

•  Training: New technicians can use the chapter list to orient themselves around the aircraft’s architecture, 

building a mental map of where each system resides.

Common Chapters for Airbus Maintenance

While every chapter is important, certain sections are consulted more frequently due to their complexity or

criticality. Below is a deeper dive into these high �traffic chapters.

Chapter 10 – Airframe

Airframe maintenance covers structural inspections, corrosion checks, and damage repair. Key tasks include:

•  Periodic visual inspections for cracks or delamination.

•  Non �destructive testing (NDT) using ultrasonic or eddy current methods.

•  Repair of impact damage using composite patching or metal rivets.



Chapter 20 – Powerplant

Engine health is paramount. The powerplant chapter includes:

•  Engine start/stop procedures.

•  Oil and fuel system checks.

•  Routine overhauls and component replacements.

Chapter 23 – Flight Controls

Flight controls are the pilot’s direct interface with the aircraft. Maintenance focuses on:

•  Hydraulic pressure checks.

•  Control surface alignment.

•  Actuator functionality tests.

Chapter 27 – Landing Gear

Landing gear integrity is vital for safe takeoffs and landings. Tasks include:

•  Brake temperature monitoring.

•  Gear extension/retraction sequence checks.

•  Inspection of strut seals and tires.

Chapter 70 – Avionics

Modern aircraft rely on sophisticated avionics for navigation and safety. Maintenance covers:

•  Software updates for flight management systems.

•  Calibration of navigation aids.

•  Diagnostics of cockpit displays and communication radios.

Integrating the ATA Chapter List into Digital Maintenance Workflows

As airlines transition to digital platforms, the ATA chapter list becomes an integral part of electronic data

interchange (EDI) and maintenance tracking. Here’s how you can leverage the list in a modern maintenance

environment.

1. Electronic Maintenance Management Systems (EMMS)

Systems like FlightSafety's FMS or Airbus's MRO Solutionsallow technicians to search for tasks by ATA chapter.

This speeds up:

•  Task scheduling.

•  Parts requisition.

•  Documentation uploads.

2. Mobile Applications

On �the �go technicians can use tablet or smartphone apps that integrate the ATA list. Features often include:

•  Barcode scanning of parts to automatically populate ATA numbers.

•  Step �by �step procedure guides tied to specific chapters.

•  Real �time status updates for maintenance tasks.

3. Predictive Maintenance Analytics

By correlating ATA chapter data with sensor feeds, airlines can predict component failures before they occur. This

approach reduces unscheduled downtime and extends component life.



How to Use the ATA Chapter List for Troubleshooting

When an anomaly surfaces—say, an unexpected electrical fault—consulting the ATA list can guide you through a

systematic diagnosis. Below is a step �by �step approach:

1.  Identify the Symptom: Determine the nature of the issue (e.g., warning light, system shutdown).

2.  Map to ATA Chapter: Use the symptom to locate the relevant chapter (e.g., a flashing Electrical System light 

points to Chapter 21).

3.  Consult Service Bulletins: Check the latest service bulletins for that chapter to see if the issue is known.

4.  Run Diagnostic Tests: Follow the procedures outlined in the chapter’s technical manual.

5.  Document Findings: Record the root cause and corrective action, linking it to the ATA chapter for future 

reference.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: Is the ATA Chapter list the same for all Airbus models?

A: While the core chapters are consistent, certain models have unique sub �chapters or additional sections to reflect

specific design features.

Q: How often is the ATA Chapter list updated?

A: Airbus releases updates annually, or as needed when major design changes occur. Maintenance teams should

always verify they are using the latest version.

Q: Can the ATA system be used for non �aircraft maintenance?

A: The ATA system is tailored for aviation. Other industries use different standardization frameworks (e.g., ISO for

manufacturing).

Q: Where can I find the most recent service bulletins for a specific chapter?

A: The Airbus technical data portal hosts all current service bulletins, searchable by ATA chapter.

Conclusion

The airbus ata chapter listis more than just a numbering system—it’s the backbone of aircraft maintenance,

safety, and operational efficiency. By providing a universal language for every component and system, the ATA

chapters enable airlines, maintenance crews, and regulators to collaborate seamlessly, reduce errors, and keep

aircraft in the sky longer.

Whether you’re a seasoned engineer or a curious enthusiast, understanding how to read, access, and apply the

ATA
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