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Introduction

When it comes to modern hardware synthesizers that blend classic analog warmth with the versatility of digital 

control, the Alesis Studio 24has quickly become a favorite among producers, live performers, and sound

designers. Released as part of Alesis’s growing line of affordable yet feature �rich synths, the Studio 24 offers a

24 �voice polyphonic engine, a robust set of built �in effects, and a comprehensive suite of connectivity options—all

packaged in a compact, studio �ready chassis. In this in �depth guide, we’ll explore every aspect of the Studio 24: from

its core sound engine to its integration with modern DAWs, and from practical setup tips to a balanced assessment

of its strengths and weaknesses. Whether you’re a seasoned synthesist or a beginner looking to expand your gear,

this article will give you the knowledge you need to make the most of this powerful instrument.

What Is the Alesis Studio 24?

The Alesis Studio 24is a semi �analog synthesizer that delivers 24 �voice polyphony with a hybrid digital �analog

architecture. It sits comfortably between entry �level synths and high �end boutique gear, offering a rich sonic palette

without breaking the bank. The instrument features a 61 �key velocity �sensitive keyboard, an array of physical controls

for real �time tweaking, and a suite of onboard effects that allow you to sculpt sound directly on the device.

Additionally, the Studio 24 doubles as a USB audio interface, providing a convenient way to connect to your

computer and integrate with any digital audio workstation (DAW) of your choice.

Key Features and Specifications

Sound Engine

The heart of the Studio 24 is its hybrid synthesizer engine. It combines a 12 �bit digital oscillator bank with analog

filter stages, giving the instrument a distinctive blend of crisp digital clarity and organic analog character. The

oscillators can generate classic waveforms—sine, square, sawtooth, triangle—and also support more complex,

user �defined waveforms loaded via the on �board memory. With 24 �voice polyphony, you can layer multiple patches or

create lush, layered textures without voice stealing.

Polyphony and Voices

24 voices of polyphony means that you can play up to 24 notes simultaneously, which is ample for most

contemporary music production scenarios. The polyphonic architecture also supports multi �layer patches, allowing

you to stack up to three separate sound sources on a single key. This flexibility is perfect for crafting rich pads,

evolving leads, or complex bass lines that need to maintain full dynamic range.

Control Interface

The Studio 24’s control panel is thoughtfully laid out. It features a 61 �key keyboard with velocity and aftertouch

sensitivity, a 49 �step sequencer, two 8 �lane MIDI ports, a 2 �port USB hub, and a dedicated headphone output. The

front panel also houses a set of knobs, sliders, and a rotary encoder for real �time parameter adjustments. The

onboard display, while simple, provides clear visual feedback for patch selection, effect levels, and performance

settings.



Connectivity

Connectivity is a strong point for the Studio 24. It offers:

•  USB �C to host computer for both MIDI and audio streaming.

•  2× MIDI In/Out ports for external gear integration.

•  3.5mm headphone jack with level control.

•  Audio outputs (stereo) for direct line �level connection to mixers or amplifiers.

•  Built �in 2 �port USB hub to connect additional devices such as a mouse or external storage.

Built �in Effects

Sound design is made easier with the Studio 24’s suite of built �in effects. It includes:

•  Reverb (multi �mode, adjustable decay).

•  Delay (short/long, feedback, mix).

•  Chorus and Flanger (with depth and rate controls).

•  Distortion and overdrive (tunable saturation).

•  EQ (high �pass, low �pass, band �pass with adjustable Q).

These effects can be applied globally or to individual voices, giving you granular control over the sonic character of

each patch.

How to Set Up the Studio 24

Power and Cable Setup

Begin by connecting the Studio 24 to a stable power source using the supplied power adapter. Next, use a

high �quality USB �C cable to link the synthesizer to your computer. If you plan to use external MIDI gear, connect your

MIDI interface or external synth to the corresponding MIDI ports using standard 5 �pin DIN cables.

Initial Configuration

Once powered on, the Studio 24 will boot into its default firmware. Use the front �panel knobs to navigate the menu

and set your preferred sampling rate and bit depth for the USB audio interface. It’s recommended to set the device

to 44.1 kHz/24 �bit for most music production tasks. You can also configure the MIDI channel settings, velocity

curves, and aftertouch behavior from the menu.

Firmware Updates

Alesis regularly releases firmware updates that add new features, improve stability, and expand the patch library. To

update, download the latest firmware from the Alesis website and follow the on �screen instructions. Always keep the

device connected to your computer during the update process to prevent data loss.

Using the Studio 24 in Music Production

Recording and Sequencing

The built �in 49 �step sequencer is a powerful tool for creating rhythmic patterns and evolving melodies. You can

program each step with note, velocity, and gate length, then layer multiple tracks to build complex arrangements.

The sequencer also supports real �time recording of MIDI performance, allowing you to capture expressive

performances on the fly.

Live Performance

With its responsive keyboard and aftertouch, the Studio 24 shines on stage. The instrument’s compact form factor



and built �in headphone output make it an excellent choice for touring musicians. The 2 �port USB hub lets you

connect a mouse or external controller, enabling you to switch patches or tweak parameters without leaving the

stage.

Sound Design Tips

To fully exploit the hybrid architecture of the Studio 24, try the following techniques:

•  Layer a bright, digital sawtooth oscillator with a warm analog low �pass filter to create a classic synth �lead sound.

•  Use the distortion effect on a pad patch to add subtle grit, then blend with a clean version using the global mix 

control.

•  Experiment with the EQ’s band �pass filter to carve out a unique midrange character in a bass line.

•  Route the audio output to an external effects unit for additional processing, such as tape saturation or vintage 

chorus.

Integration with DAWs

MIDI and Audio Routing

When you connect the Studio 24 to a DAW via USB, it presents itself as both a MIDI controller and a stereo audio

interface. In your DAW’s audio preferences, select the Studio 24 as the input and output device. For MIDI, choose

the appropriate channel or set it to “All Channels” for universal control.

Using the Built �in Audio Interface

The 24 �bit, 44.1 kHz audio interface is capable of recording multiple tracks simultaneously. Use the Studio 24’s

internal mixer to route individual voices to separate tracks, or route the entire output to a single track for a cohesive

sound. The low-latency USB connection ensures that you can perform in real time without noticeable delay.

Sample Libraries and Presets

While the Studio 24 comes with a robust set of built �in presets, you can also load your own samples via the on �board

memory. Alesis provides a free sample pack on their website that includes orchestral hits, percussive loops, and

ambient textures. These samples can be triggered via the keyboard or sequencer, expanding the sonic palette

beyond the synthesizer’s native sounds.

Pros and Cons

Advantages

•  24 �voice polyphony provides ample layering possibilities.

•  Hybrid analog �digital engine delivers warm analog tones with digital precision.

•  Built �in USB audio interface simplifies studio workflow.

•  Comprehensive connectivity (MIDI, USB hub, headphone jack).

•  Affordable price point for the feature set.

Limitations

•  The 12 �bit oscillator resolution may not satisfy users seeking ultra �high fidelity.

•  Limited onboard storage requires frequent external memory management.

•  The 61 �key keyboard, while adequate, may feel small for players accustomed to 88 �key layouts.

•  Some users report that the front �panel display can be hard to read in bright studio lighting.

Comparison with Similar Synthesizers



Alesis SR �20 vs Studio 24

Both instruments share the same hybrid architecture, but the SR �20 is a 20 �voice synth, whereas the Studio 24

offers 24 voices. The Studio 24 also includes a built �in audio interface and a larger 61 �key keyboard, making it a

more versatile choice for studio and live use. However, the SR �20’s slightly lower price may appeal to

budget �conscious buyers.

Other 24 �Voice Synths

When comparing the Studio 24 to other 24 �voice synthesizers, such as the Korg Minilogue XD or the Roland

Boutique series, you’ll find that the Studio 24 excels in integrated audio routing and MIDI flexibility. While the

Minilogue XD offers a more traditional analog sound, the Studio 24’s hybrid engine and built �in effects provide a

broader sonic range
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