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Introduction

When you think of Italian automotive heritage, images of sleek coupes, roaring V6 engines, and the unmistakable 

Alfa Romeo badge come to mind. Among the brand’s celebrated line �ups, the Alfa Romeo 147 Sholds a special

place for enthusiasts who crave a blend of spirited performance and everyday practicality. Launched in the early

2000s, the 147 S was the sportier variant of the compact 147, offering a punchier engine, sharper handling, and a

touch of luxury that set it apart from its siblings. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive deep into every facet of the

147 S—its design, powertrain, interior, technology, and real �world driving experience—to help you decide whether

this Italian gem deserves a spot on your road trip list.

Overview of the Alfa Romeo 147 S

The Alfa Romeo 147 was introduced in 2000 as a successor to the 146, aiming to modernize the brand’s compact

offering while maintaining a distinct Italian flair. The “S” model, short for “Sport,” debuted a year later, targeting

drivers who desired a more engaging drive without sacrificing practicality. Unlike the 147 GTA, which focused on

raw power, the 147 S emphasized a balanced mix of performance, refinement, and daily usability. Its production ran

until 2006, during which it earned praise for its handling dynamics, distinctive styling, and the brand’s signature

“Pininfarina” design language.

Design and Styling

Exterior Aesthetics

The 147 S’s exterior is a study in Italian elegance. A sweeping front grille, flanked by sleek LED headlights, gives

the car a bold yet understated presence. The “V” shaped front bumper and sculpted side panels create a dynamic

silhouette that hints at the car’s spirited nature. A prominent rear spoiler, integrated into the tailgate, adds

aerodynamic flair while subtly reinforcing the sportier stance.

Interior Comfort

Inside, the 147 S offers a driver �centric cockpit with a blend of high �quality materials and ergonomic design.

Leather �trimmed seats, aluminum accents, and a polished steering wheel give the cabin a premium feel. The center

console houses a well �placed gear lever, climate controls, and a touchscreen infotainment system, ensuring that

technology is always within reach without distracting from the driving experience.

Performance & Engine

Powertrain Options

The 147 S was primarily powered by a 1.8 �liter 16 �valve inline �four engine, delivering around 160 horsepower and

150 lb �ft of torque. This power output struck a balance between spirited acceleration and fuel efficiency, allowing the

car to sprint from 0–60 mph in approximately 7.5 seconds—a respectable figure for a compact sedan of its era.

Driving Dynamics

Alfa Romeo’s reputation for “dynamic handling” is evident in the 147 S. Equipped with a well �tuned suspension and



a low center of gravity, the car offers precise steering feedback and a composed ride over uneven surfaces. The

chassis was engineered to provide a smooth yet engaging driving experience, with the steering wheel’s weight and

feel contributing to a sense of connection between driver and road.

Transmission & Drivetrain

The 147 S was available with a 5 �speed manual gearbox or a 4 �speed automatic, depending on the market and trim

level. The manual variant appealed to driving purists, offering a direct connection to the engine and an engaging

shift pattern. The automatic, while less sporty, delivered smooth power delivery and was appreciated by those

prioritizing convenience in urban settings.

Interior & Comfort

Seating and Space

With a 2 �door coupe layout, the 147 S sacrifices rear-seat space for a more intimate cabin. However, the front seats

are highly adjustable, featuring lumbar support and optional power adjustments. The rear seats, while limited in

legroom, can accommodate children or short trips comfortably.

Materials and Finishes

Alfa Romeo’s attention to detail shines through in the interior. Premium leather upholstery, soft-touch plastics, and

brushed aluminum trim create an upscale feel. The use of subtle gold or chrome accents on the dashboard and

door panels adds a touch of elegance without overwhelming the driver’s focus.

Technology & Features

Infotainment System

The 147 S came with a standard 5 �inch touchscreen interface, offering Bluetooth connectivity, a CD player, and

optional satellite radio. While not as advanced as modern systems, the interface was intuitive and complemented

the car’s overall design ethos.

Safety Features

Standard safety equipment included dual front airbags, ABS, electronic brake �force distribution, and traction control.

Many markets also offered optional side airbags and a rearview camera, providing additional layers of protection for

occupants.

Safety & Reliability

Alfa Romeo’s 147 S generally received favorable safety ratings for its class. The robust chassis, combined with

modern safety systems, offered solid protection in frontal and side-impact tests. However, some owners noted that

the car’s suspension could become noisy over time, and early models required regular maintenance of the steering

and suspension components to maintain optimal performance.

Fuel Efficiency & Maintenance

The 1.8 �liter engine was praised for its respectable fuel economy, with typical mileage ranging from 25 to 30 mpg in

city driving and up to 35 mpg on the highway. Routine maintenance, such as oil changes every 5,000 miles and

timely replacement of spark plugs and timing belts, helped preserve the engine’s longevity. Owners also found that

the 147 S’s parts were relatively affordable compared to other European compact cars.



Market Reception & Reviews

Critics lauded the 147 S for its distinctive styling, engaging handling, and the brand’s signature Italian flair.

Reviewers highlighted the car’s “fun-to-drive” nature and praised its performance relative to its price point. While

some noted the limited rear space and occasional cabin noise, overall sentiment remained positive, especially

among drivers who appreciated the car’s blend of sportiness and practicality.

Ownership Experience

For many owners, the 147 S became a daily driver that never felt mundane. Its responsive steering and balanced

dynamics made commuting a pleasure, while the car’s compact size allowed for easy maneuvering in city traffic.

Maintenance costs were moderate, and the availability of spare parts in Europe ensured that routine repairs were

straightforward.

Pros & Cons

•  Pros: Dynamic handling, stylish Italian design, good fuel economy, engaging driving experience.

•  Cons: Limited rear seat space, cabin noise at high speeds, some owners report early suspension wear.

Comparison with Other Models

When stacked against contemporaries such as the Volkswagen Golf GTI or the Ford Focus ST, the 147 S holds its

own in terms of handling and style. While the Golf GTI offers a more powerful engine option, the 147 S provides a

unique Italian aesthetic that sets it apart. Compared to the Alfa Romeo 147 GTA, the S is more balanced, favoring

everyday usability over sheer performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.  What is the typical fuel economy for the 147 S? Approximately 25–30 mpg in city driving and up to 35 mpg 

on highways.

2.  Are there many parts available for the 147 S? Yes, parts are readily available in Europe, and many 

aftermarket options exist.

3.  Can the 147 S handle daily commuting? Absolutely—its compact size and responsive handling make it ideal 

for city and highway driving.

4.  Does the 147 S have a manual transmission? Yes, a 5 �speed manual gearbox is available, along with a 

4 �speed automatic in some markets.

5.  What are the main safety features? Dual front airbags, ABS, traction control, and optional side airbags.

Conclusion

The Alfa Romeo 147 S remains a testament to Italian automotive craftsmanship, offering a unique blend of style,

performance, and everyday practicality. Whether you’re a seasoned enthusiast or a casual driver seeking a

distinctive compact sedan, the 147 S delivers a memorable driving experience that reflects the brand’s passion for

motion. With its engaging handling, stylish interior, and solid fuel efficiency, this car continues to attract admirers

long after its production years. If you’re in search of a vehicle that marries Italian flair with functional design, the 147

S is a compelling choice worth exploring.
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