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Introduction

In the fast �moving world of data management, mastering Microsoft Office Access 2007 can be a game �changer for 

professionals who need to build robust, user �friendly database solutions quickly. Whether you’re a small �business 

owner, a project manager, or an aspiring developer, the skills you gain from mastering Access 2007 give you a 

competitive edge in organizing information, automating workflows, and generating actionable insights. One of the 

most celebrated guides that demystifies this powerful tool is Alison Balters Mastering Microsoft Office Access 

2007 Development PB2007. This article explores the depth of Alison Balters’ expertise, the unique features of

Access 2007, and how the PB2007 framework can accelerate your learning curve.

Who Is Alison Balters?

Alison Balters is a veteran database developer and educator with over 25 years of experience in the Microsoft 

ecosystem. Her career spans roles from systems analyst to senior developer, and she has authored several 

well �received books on Access, VBA, and database design. Balters’ passion for teaching is evident in her clear, 

step �by �step tutorials that break down complex concepts into digestible lessons. Her flagship work, Mastering 

Microsoft Office Access 2007 Development PB2007, has become a staple reference for both novices and

seasoned developers.

Key Achievements

•  Author of multiple award �winning books on Access and VBA.

•  Speaker at national conferences such as Microsoft Build and Access World.

•  Mentor to thousands of developers through online courses and community forums.

•  Creator of PB2007, a structured framework that guides users through the full lifecycle of Access 2007 

development.

Why Microsoft Office Access 2007 Matters

Microsoft Office Access 2007 is more than just a database tool; it’s a versatile platform that allows users to create,

maintain, and analyze data with minimal coding. Here are some reasons why Access 2007 remains relevant:

1.  Integrated Office Suite: Seamless collaboration with Word, Excel, and Outlook.

2.  Rapid Application Development: Wizards and templates reduce development time.

3.  Customizable Forms and Reports: Drag �and �drop controls and powerful formatting options.

4.  Embedded SQL Engine: Efficient querying without external database servers.

5.  Cross �Platform Compatibility: Access 2007 files (.accdb) can be shared across Windows systems.

Understanding PB2007: The Development Blueprint

PB2007 is not just a book; it’s a comprehensive methodology that guides developers through the entire Access 

2007 development cycle. The acronym PB2007 stands for Plan, Build, and Deploy 2007. This structured approach



ensures that every project is built on a solid foundation, tested rigorously, and delivered with high quality.

Plan: Laying the Groundwork

During the planning phase, developers define project scope, data requirements, and user roles. PB2007

emphasizes:

•  Creating a Requirements Document that captures business rules.

•  Designing Entity �Relationship Diagrams (ERDs) to model data relationships.

•  Mapping out user interfaces with wireframes and mockups.

Build: Turning Plans into Applications

The build phase is where the actual coding happens. PB2007 provides detailed guidance on:

•  Setting up tables, queries, and relationships using Access’s built �in tools.

•  Writing VBA code for form automation, data validation, and custom business logic.

•  Creating parameterized queries that enhance performance and security.

•  Designing forms and reports with consistent branding and user experience.

Deploy: Delivering a Polished Product

Once the application is built, PB2007 guides users through deployment best practices:

•  Using Access Runtime to distribute the application without requiring a full Office installation.

•  Implementing security settings such as user-level permissions and encrypted passwords.

•  Testing for cross �compatibility across different Windows versions.

•  Creating installation packages and documentation for end �users.

Key Features of Access 2007 Explored

To fully appreciate the power of PB2007, it’s essential to understand some of the standout features of Access 2007:

Ribbon Interface

The new Ribbon UI in Access 2007 organizes commands into logical tabs, making it easier to find tools and

reducing clutter. PB2007 shows how to customize the Ribbon for a more streamlined developer experience.

Enhanced Query Design

Access 2007 introduced the Query Builderthat supports complex joins, subqueries, and parameter prompts. The

book walks through building multi �table queries that support business analytics.

Data Macros

Data macros allow developers to trigger actions directly within tables, such as updating fields or sending email

alerts. PB2007 covers how to use macros to enforce data integrity without writing VBA.

Improved Data Types

New data types like Long Integer and Currencyhelp prevent overflow errors and improve calculations. The guide

demonstrates how to choose the right data type for each field.

Better Integration with Excel

Access 2007 offers tighter integration with Excel, enabling seamless data imports, exports, and pivot table creation.

PB2007 provides step �by �step instructions for automating these tasks with VBA.

Step �by �Step: Building a Sample Application with PB2007



Below is a practical walkthrough that illustrates how PB2007’s methodology can be applied to a real-world

scenario: creating a simple inventory management system.

1. Define Requirements

Identify the core entities: Products, Suppliers, Orders, and Inventory. Outline the relationships:

•  One Supplier supplies many Products.

•  One Product can appear in many Orders.

•  Inventory tracks the quantity on hand for each Product.

2. Create Tables

Using Access 2007’s Table Design view, define the following tables with appropriate primary keys and data types:

1.  Products – ProductID (AutoNumber), ProductName (Text), SupplierID (Number), UnitPrice (Currency).

2.  Suppliers – SupplierID (AutoNumber), SupplierName (Text), ContactInfo (Text).

3.  Orders – OrderID (AutoNumber), OrderDate (Date/Time), SupplierID (Number).

4.  OrderDetails – OrderDetailID (AutoNumber), OrderID (Number), ProductID (Number), Quantity (Number).

5.  Inventory – ProductID (Number), QuantityOnHand (Number).

3. Establish Relationships

Set up referential integrity to enforce foreign keys:

•  Products.SupplierID !’ Suppliers.SupplierID.

•  OrderDetails.OrderID !’ Orders.OrderID.

•  OrderDetails.ProductID !’ Products.ProductID.

•  Inventory.ProductID !’ Products.ProductID.

4. Build Queries

Create a query to calculate total inventory value:

SELECT Products.ProductName, Inventory.QuantityOnHand, (Inventory.QuantityOnHand * Products.UnitPrice) AS

TotalValue

FROM Products INNER JOIN Inventory ON Products.ProductID = Inventory.ProductID;

5. Design Forms

Use the Form Wizard to create a master form for Products and a subform for OrderDetails. Add buttons that trigger

VBA routines for adding, editing, and deleting records.

6. Automate with VBA

Write a simple VBA function to update Inventory when an Order is processed:

Private Sub ProcessOrder()

    Dim rs As DAO.Recordset

    Set rs = CurrentDb.OpenRecordset("SELECT * FROM OrderDetails WHERE OrderID = " & Me.OrderID)

    Do While Not rs.EOF

        CurrentDb.Execute "UPDATE Inventory SET QuantityOnHand = QuantityOnHand - " & rs!Quantity & _



                          " WHERE ProductID = " & rs!ProductID

        rs.MoveNext

    Loop

    rs.Close

End Sub

7. Generate Reports

Create a report that lists all products with their inventory levels and total value. Format the report for printing and

PDF export.

8. Deploy

Package the database using Access Runtime. Include a README file that explains how to install, open the

database, and use the main features.

Advanced Topics Covered in PB2007

Beyond the basics, PB2007 dives into advanced concepts that elevate your Access 2007 expertise:

1. Security and User Permissions

Implementing domain �based security, setting up user groups, and protecting sensitive data with encryption.

2. Performance Optimization

Indexing strategies, query tuning, and avoiding full table scans to improve response times.

3. Integration with Other Services

Using OLE Automation to send emails, connect to web services, and automate Excel tasks.

4. Migration Strategies

Guidelines for migrating legacy Access 97/2003 databases to Access 2007 while preserving data integrity.

Why PB2007 Is a Must �Read for Aspiring Developers

•  Structured Learning: The Plan �Build �Deploy framework ensures you don’t skip critical steps.

•  Real �World Examples: Case studies illustrate how to tackle common business scenarios.

•  Hands �On Exercises: Each chapter ends with exercises that reinforce learning.

•  Up �To �Date Techniques: While focused on Access 2007, many principles apply to newer versions.

•  Community Support: Access to a dedicated forum where readers can ask questions and share solutions.

Comparing PB2007 With Other Learning Resources

While there are numerous tutorials and books on Microsoft Access, PB2007 stands out due to its comprehensive

coverage of the entire development lifecycle. Unlike quick reference guides that focus solely on VBA syntax,

PB2007 integrates database design, UI creation, and deployment strategies. Additionally, the emphasis on security

and performance sets it apart from beginner �level materials that overlook these critical aspects.

Getting Started: How to Acquire PB2007

Alison Balters’ PB2007 is available through several reputable channels:



1.  Official Publisher: Purchase the print or eBook directly from the publisher’s website.

2.  Online Retailers: Amazon, Barnes &amp; Noble, and other major book retailers offer both new and used 

copies.

3.  Digital Libraries: Some university libraries provide access to the eBook for students and faculty.
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