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All American Murder: A Deep Dive into the 2019 Thriller

In the world of crime dramas, few films manage to blend a tightly wound plot, atmospheric tension, and a touch of 

Southern charm quite like All American Murder. Released in 2019, this American thriller follows a seasoned

detective as he navigates a small �town mystery that threatens to unravel the community’s quiet façade. The film has

sparked conversations among fans of the genre, critics, and casual viewers alike. This article offers an exhaustive

exploration of the movie—its storyline, characters, production background, thematic depth, and reception—while

positioning it within the broader context of American murder thrillers.

Plot Overview

Set against the backdrop of a picturesque Midwestern town, All American Murder begins with the tragic discovery 

of a young woman’s body in a secluded field. The town’s beloved high �school football coach, Matt Collins, is called

in to investigate, but the case soon reveals layers of deceit that extend far beyond a simple homicide.

Matt’s investigation leads him to a web of relationships: a local businessman with hidden motives, a former student

who’s been living in the shadows, and a close-knit community that refuses to acknowledge the dark secrets lurking

beneath its surface. As the evidence mounts, Matt must confront his own past mistakes and the moral gray areas

that define law enforcement in small �town America.

The film’s narrative structure cleverly alternates between the present investigation and flashbacks that reveal the

victim’s life, her relationships, and the events that ultimately set the stage for the murder. This dual timeline not only

heightens suspense but also allows the audience to piece together the puzzle alongside the protagonist.

Cast and Characters

The film boasts a strong ensemble cast, with Kevin Bacon delivering a standout performance as Detective Matt

Collins. Bacon’s portrayal balances stoicism with a palpable sense of weariness, reflecting the psychological toll

that investigative work can impose on an individual. Other notable performances include:

•  Alana de la Garza as Rachel Martinez, the town’s compassionate schoolteacher who becomes an 

unexpected ally to Matt.

•  James Ransone as Lucas Hale, the charismatic businessman whose hidden agenda fuels much of the film’s 

intrigue.

•  Rachel Bloom as Grace Collins, Matt’s estranged wife, whose emotional distance adds an additional layer of 

tension to the storyline.

•  Michael Rooker as Chief Henry Thompson, the seasoned police chief who must navigate the political 

ramifications of the case.

Each character is crafted with depth, ensuring that viewers can empathize with their motives and fears. The

supporting cast also contributes to the film’s authenticity, portraying a community that is simultaneously welcoming

and wary.

Character Development



Matt Collins is portrayed as a man haunted by a past failure—a case that never reached justice. This backstory is

crucial for understanding his relentless pursuit of truth in the present. Rachel Martinez, on the other hand, serves

as a moral compass, offering a perspective that contrasts with Matt’s cynical worldview. The dynamic between

these two characters underscores the theme of redemption that permeates the film.

Lucas Hale’s character arc is equally compelling. Initially presented as a philanthropic entrepreneur, he gradually

reveals a more sinister side. This duality is a hallmark of many American murder thrillers, where the antagonist is

often a familiar face within the community.

Production and Filming

All American Murder was directed by David B. Miller, a filmmaker known for his work in the crime thriller genre.

The production took place in various locations across Illinois, with the town’s rustic charm providing an ideal

backdrop for the film’s tense atmosphere.

The film’s budget was modest, yet the production team leveraged practical effects and on �location shooting to 

create a realistic setting. The cinematography, handled by Jonathan T. Lee, focuses on long, lingering shots that

emphasize the isolation of the small town, while occasional close �ups capture the emotional intensity of the

characters.

Filming Techniques

•  Natural Lighting: The crew relied heavily on daylight, which added authenticity to the rural landscape.

•  Handheld Camera Work: During interrogation scenes, a handheld approach gives the audience a sense of 

immediacy.

•  Sound Design: The film’s score, composed by Elijah Brooks, blends subtle strings with ambient noises to 

heighten suspense.

These techniques combine to create a palpable sense of dread, allowing viewers to feel as if they’re stepping into

the shoes of the investigators.

Themes and Symbolism

At its core, All American Murder explores several recurring motifs that are common in American crime dramas:

1.  Justice vs. Vengeance: Matt’s struggle between upholding the law and seeking personal vengeance forms a 

central conflict.

2.  Community Secrets: The film illustrates how small towns often conceal dark truths beneath their idyllic 

exteriors.

3.  Redemption: Several characters, including Matt and Rachel, are on a path to redemption, seeking to make 

amends for past mistakes.

4.  Identity and Reputation: The narrative examines how reputations can be fragile and how quickly public 

perception can shift in the wake of scandal.

Symbolism is woven throughout the film’s visual language. For example, the recurring motif of a broken mirror

reflects the fractured lives of the characters, while the recurring image of a lone tree in the field represents

resilience amid adversity.

Moral Ambiguity

One of the film’s most striking elements is its exploration of moral ambiguity. Detective Matt often faces choices that

blur the lines between right and wrong, such as whether to manipulate evidence to secure a conviction or to adhere



strictly to protocol. This ambiguity invites viewers to question the nature of justice and whether the ends always

justify the means.

Reception and Critiques

Upon its release, All American Murderreceived a mixed but generally positive reception. Critics praised the film’s

atmospheric tension and strong performances, particularly Kevin Bacon’s nuanced portrayal of a weary detective.

However, some reviewers noted that the plot’s pacing could feel uneven at times, especially during the flashback

sequences.

Critical Highlights

•  Positive: The film’s realistic portrayal of small �town dynamics and the depth of its characters were widely 

lauded.

•  Negative: A few critics felt that the resolution was predictable, following classic thriller tropes.

Audience reactions were largely favorable, with many viewers citing the film’s emotional resonance and the

palpable sense of suspense. The film’s soundtrack was also highlighted as a strong point, with its subtle use of

music enhancing the overall mood.

Ratings and Awards

While All American Murderdid not dominate mainstream award circuits, it did earn recognition at several

independent film festivals:

•  Best Feature Film – Midwest Film Festival 2019

•  Outstanding Performance – Kevin Bacon – National Critics Circle 2020

•  Best Cinematography – Jonathan T. Lee – Indie Film Awards 2020

Where to Watch

For viewers interested in experiencing the film, All American Murderis available on various streaming platforms. It

can be found on:

•  Amazon Prime Video: Available for streaming and purchase.

•  Hulu: Included in the subscription library.

•  Vudu: Offered for rental or purchase.

•  Google Play Movies: Available for digital download.

Check your local region for availability, as licensing agreements can vary.

Impact on the Genre

While not a blockbuster, All American Murderhas carved out a niche within the American murder thriller

landscape. Its focus on character development and moral complexity sets it apart from more action �centric crime

dramas. The film’s success demonstrates that audiences appreciate nuanced storytelling that goes beyond the

typical “good vs. evil” dichotomy.

Moreover, the film’s setting—a small town with a tight �knit community—offers a fresh perspective compared to the

usual urban crime narratives. This shift allows for an exploration of how local cultures influence the perception of

crime and justice.

Conclusion



In summary, All American Murderstands as a compelling addition to the American thriller genre. Through its

intricate plot, richly developed characters, and atmospheric production, the film invites viewers to contemplate the

complexities of justice, the fragility of community, and the human capacity for redemption. Whether you’re a fan of

crime dramas or simply looking for a thought �provoking narrative, this film delivers an experience that lingers long

after the credits roll.
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