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Introduction

When you think of an operatic tenor who has crossed borders, cultures, and genres, Andrea Bocelli’s name

inevitably rises to the top. His soaring voice, combined with a genuine warmth that touches listeners worldwide, has

made him a global icon. Among his many hits, “Time to Say Goodbye” (originally “Con te partirò”) stands out as a

timeless anthem that has resonated with millions. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer, exploring the

lyrics, the background of the song, and how platforms like MetroLyrics bring them to life offers a richer appreciation

of this musical masterpiece.

Who Is Andrea Bocelli?

Early Life and Musical Beginnings

Andrea Bocelli was born on 22 February 1958 in Lajatico, Tuscany, Italy. Growing up in a small, rural town, he was

exposed to the rich musical traditions of the region from an early age. His father was a carpenter, and his mother a

homemaker, yet the family’s modest home was filled with the sounds of local folk songs and church hymns.

Bocelli’s natural talent emerged early; by the age of nine, he was already performing in local churches, his voice

striking a balance between the operatic and the accessible.

Rise to International Fame

After a severe car accident in 1994 that left him temporarily paralyzed and forced him to relearn how to play the 

piano, Bocelli’s resilience shone through. He returned to music with renewed vigor, releasing his debut album 

Romanzain 1997. The single “Con te partirò” quickly became a global phenomenon, topping charts in Europe,

Asia, and the Americas. The song’s universal appeal was amplified by its collaboration with British soprano

Sarah /Brightman, who added a contrasting vocal texture that made the duet unforgettable.

Signature Style and Vocal Technique

Bocelli’s voice is a blend of classical tenor technique and pop sensibility. His controlled breath support, impeccable

diction, and the ability to convey raw emotion set him apart. He often performs in both Italian and English, allowing

his music to transcend language barriers. This duality is evident in “Time to Say Goodbye,” where the English and

Italian versions coexist, each resonating with distinct audiences.

Understanding “Time to Say Goodbye”

Background of the Song

Originally composed by Italian singer-songwriter Francesco Sartori with lyrics by Lucio Quarantotto, “Con te partirò”

was first performed at the 1994 Sanremo Music Festival. The song’s title translates to “With You I Will Leave,” but its

English version, “Time to Say Goodbye,” takes on a broader, more universal tone. The duet with Sarah Brightman

added a dramatic flair that made it a staple at major events, from weddings to sporting celebrations.

Collaboration with Sarah Brightman

The partnership between Bocelli and Brightman was serendipitous. Brightman, known for her ethereal soprano and

theatrical performances, brought a complementary voice that balanced Bocelli’s robust tenor. Their chemistry is



palpable in the recording, with each singer echoing the other’s emotional peaks and valleys. The duet’s success is

a testament to how two distinct voices can create a harmonious narrative that captivates listeners.

Musical Composition and Arrangement

“Time to Say Goodbye” is built on a sweeping orchestral arrangement that starts with a gentle piano motif,

gradually building to a full orchestral crescendo. The chord progression follows a classic romantic structure, with

the bridge providing a lyrical, almost lullaby-like interlude. The arrangement’s dynamic range allows for a gradual

build-up of intensity, culminating in a soaring chorus that showcases Bocelli’s vocal range.

Impact on Global Music Charts

Upon its release, the song quickly climbed the charts in multiple countries. In the United Kingdom, it peaked at

number 4 on the Singles Chart and remained on the list for 19 weeks. In the United States, it achieved platinum

status, while in Australia and New Zealand, it received gold certifications. The song’s universal theme of farewell

and hope contributed to its longevity, with it frequently appearing in playlists, radio rotations, and live performances

worldwide.

Lyrics of “Time to Say Goodbye”

English Version

Below is a concise excerpt from the English version, highlighting key themes of departure, reflection, and hope.

The full lyrics can be found on reputable sites such as MetroLyrics, where users can explore the complete text.

•  “I wish you love, I wish you peace, I wish you all the best…”

•  “The time has come to say goodbye.”

•  “And if we ever meet again, it will be a new beginning.”

Italian Version (“Con te partirò”)

The original Italian version carries a slightly different emotional texture. The Italian language’s lyrical nature adds

depth to the themes of departure and longing. Here are a few lines that capture the essence:

•  “Quando sarò grande, sarò tuo, sarò tuo.”

•  “E quando sarò grande, sarò tuo.”

•  “E se un giorno dovremo incontrarci, sarà un nuovo inizio.”

Interpretation and Themes

At its core, “Time to Say Goodbye” is about letting go and embracing new beginnings. The song acknowledges the

pain of parting while also celebrating the promise that life continues. The juxtaposition of the two languages—

Italian’s lyrical depth and English’s universal accessibility—allows listeners from varied backgrounds to find

personal meaning in the words. Whether sung at a farewell ceremony or a personal milestone, the song’s message

remains timeless.

MetroLyrics: A Resource for Song Lyrics

History and Features

MetroLyrics, launched in 2001, quickly became a go-to platform for millions seeking accurate and user-friendly lyric

databases. Its clean interface, search functionality, and community-driven updates made it a reliable source for both

casual listeners and professional musicians. The site’s policy of providing lyrics with clear attribution to the original

artists respects copyright while offering fans a convenient reference.



Why It’s Popular for Bocelli Fans

Andrea Bocelli’s global reach means his fans often look for official, high-quality lyric sources. MetroLyrics stands

out because it hosts a vast collection of his songs, including “Time to Say Goodbye,” with both English and Italian

versions available. The platform also offers lyric annotations, translations, and related trivia, enriching the listening

experience.

Accessing “Time to Say Goodbye” Lyrics on MetroLyrics

1.  Navigate to the MetroLyrics homepage.

2.  Use the search bar and type “Andrea Bocelli Time to Say Goodbye.”

3.  Select the result that lists both the English and Italian versions.

4.  Explore the full lyrics, and if desired, click on the “Translation” button to view the Italian-to-English or English-

to-Italian conversion.

Why “Time to Say Goodbye” Resonates With Audiences

Emotional Appeal

Music that touches the heart often carries a universal theme, and “Time to Say Goodbye” does just that. Its lyrical

content deals with the bittersweet nature of farewells, a feeling everyone has experienced. The melodic structure—

soft verses that crescendo into powerful choruses—mirrors the emotional arc of leaving and moving forward.

Universal Themes of Farewell and Hope

The song’s narrative is simple yet profound: parting is inevitable, but so is the promise of new beginnings. This

duality resonates across cultures. Whether a fan is saying goodbye to a loved one, a job, or a life chapter, the song

offers a soundtrack to their journey.

Live Performances and Memorable Moments

Over the years, Bocelli has performed “Time to Say Goodbye” at numerous high-profile events: the 1996 Summer

Olympics opening ceremony, the 2002 World Cup, and even the 2010 Winter Olympics. Each performance adds

layers of cultural significance, turning the song into a shared memory for millions. These live renditions often

feature orchestras, choirs, and even audience participation, amplifying the emotional impact.

Using the Lyrics for Learning and Practice

Pronunciation and Vocal Training

For vocalists, “Time to Say Goodbye” offers an excellent exercise in breath control and dynamic range. The song’s

long, sustained notes challenge singers to maintain pitch while delivering emotional depth. Many vocal coaches

recommend practicing the Italian version first, as it emphasizes clear diction and vowel shaping, then transitioning

to the English version for expressive phrasing.

Translation and Cultural Context

Understanding the lyrical nuances requires a grasp of both languages. The Italian version uses phrases like “Con

te partirò” that carry a poetic weight not directly translatable into English. By studying the translations provided on

platforms like MetroLyrics, learners can appreciate the subtleties of meaning and cultural references—an essential

skill for translators and bilingual performers.

Creative Uses: Covers, Karaoke, and Social Media

“Time to Say Goodbye” has become a staple in karaoke bars, talent shows, and online video platforms. Its



emotional resonance makes it a popular choice for cover artists, who often reinterpret the song in different genres—

from jazz to EDM. The availability of accurate lyrics on MetroLyrics and other sites ensures that performers can

stay true to the original while adding their unique flair.

How to Find Andrea Bocelli’s Lyrics Online

Official Sources

For the most accurate representation of Bocelli’s work, always check official channels first. The artist’s official

website and licensed streaming services often provide lyric sheets that are verified
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