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Answer Key for Russian Revolution DBQ: A Complete Guide for Students

Document �Based Questions (DBQs) are a cornerstone of many high �school and college history exams. They test a 

student’s ability to analyze primary sources, construct a coherent argument, and contextualize evidence within a 

broader historical narrative. When the DBQ focuses on a pivotal event like the Russian Revolution, the stakes are 

higher: students must navigate complex political, social, and economic forces that shaped one of the twentieth 

century’s most transformative movements. This article offers a comprehensive, step �by �step walkthrough of the 

answer key for Russian Revolution DBQ, complete with sample prompts, a model answer, and practical tips for

mastering the format. Whether you’re preparing for an AP exam, a college entrance test, or simply deepening your

understanding of Russian history, this guide will give you the tools you need to excel.

1. What Is a DBQ, and Why Is It So Challenging?

A Document �Based Question asks you to write an essay that incorporates a set of primary sources—letters,

speeches, photographs, newspaper clippings, or official documents—provided in the prompt. The goal is not merely

to regurgitate facts; you must:

•  Analyze each document’s purpose, audience, and perspective.

•  Compare and contrast the documents to reveal patterns or contradictions.

•  Place the evidence within a historical context that explains why these events mattered.

•  Develop a clear, persuasive thesis statement that answers the prompt.

•  Support your thesis with evidence and reasoning, showing a deep understanding of the topic.

Because the prompt often covers a broad theme—such as “the causes of the Russian Revolution” or “the impact of 

the October Revolution”—students must synthesize multiple sources while keeping the argument focused and 

coherent. That complexity is why having a reliable answer key for Russian Revolution DBQcan be a

game �changer: it provides a roadmap for structuring your essay, choosing the most relevant evidence, and

anticipating common pitfalls.

2. Quick Overview of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution of 1917 is usually split into two distinct phases: the February Revolution, which toppled the

Tsarist autocracy, and the October Revolution, which brought the Bolsheviks to power. Key players included:

•  Tsar Nicholas II – The last ruler of Imperial Russia, whose mismanagement of World War I and inability to 

address social inequality led to widespread unrest.

•  Vladimir Lenin – Leader of the Bolshevik Party, whose “Fourteen Points” called for a proletarian revolution.

•  Alexander Kerensky – Head of the Provisional Government, whose failure to end the war or address land 

reform created a power vacuum.

•  Sergei Witte, Grigori Rasputin, and other influential figures – Each played a role in the political dynamics of 

the era.

Primary causes included economic hardship, military defeats, and political disenfranchisement. The revolution’s

outcomes—establishment of a communist state, withdrawal from WWI, and the eventual rise of the Soviet Union—



had a lasting global impact. Understanding these dynamics is essential for any DBQ on this topic.

3. What Is an “Answer Key” in the Context of DBQs?

In education, an answer key is a detailed guide that outlines the expected structure, content, and quality of a 

model response. For a Russian Revolution DBQ, an answer key typically includes:

•  A clear thesis statement that directly addresses the prompt.

•  A logical essay outline with topic sentences and supporting evidence.

•  Specific quotes or data pulled from the documents.

•  Analysis of how each document supports the thesis.

•  A concise conclusion that ties the argument back to the broader historical context.

These keys are designed to help students understand what graders look for, ensuring that their essays meet the

highest standards of historical reasoning.

4. How to Use an Answer Key for Russian Revolution DBQ Effectively

Merely copying a model answer will not help you learn. Instead, use the answer key as a learning tool:

1.  Read the prompt carefully. Identify the key question and any specific tasks (e.g., compare causes, evaluate 

outcomes).

2.  Study the thesis. Notice how it addresses the prompt and sets the tone for the essay.

3.  Analyze the structure. Pay attention to the order of paragraphs and how each section links back to the thesis.

4.  Match evidence to argument. See how each document is cited and why it’s relevant.

5.  Practice writing your own essay using the same outline, then compare it to the model.

6.  Identify gaps in your reasoning or missing evidence.

7.  Revise accordingly, ensuring each paragraph flows logically.

By actively engaging with the answer key rather than passively copying it, you’ll internalize the skills required to

craft a compelling DBQ essay.

5. Sample DBQ Prompt: “Evaluate the Role of the Bolshevik Party in the 
Russian Revolution”

Below is a typical DBQ prompt that might appear on an AP U.S. History or AP World History exam. The documents

are fictional but illustrate the types of evidence you might encounter.

1.  Document 1: Excerpt from Lenin’s “State and Revolution” (1917)

2.  Document 2: Photograph of a Bolshevik parade in Petrograd (1917)

3.  Document 3: Excerpt from a diary entry by a factory worker in 1917

4.  Document 4: Excerpt from a newspaper article criticizing the Provisional Government (1917)

5.  Document 5: Excerpt from a speech by Kerensky (1917)

Prompt: Using the documents above and your knowledge of the period, analyze the role of the Bolshevik

Party in the Russian Revolution. Discuss how their ideology, leadership, and actions influenced the

outcome of the revolution.

6. Sample Answer Key Breakdown for the Prompt

Below is a detailed outline that mirrors a high �scoring model answer. Use it as a reference for constructing your



essay.

Thesis Statement

While the Russian Revolution was a multifaceted upheaval, the Bolshevik Party’s strategic use of Marxist ideology,

Lenin’s charismatic leadership, and decisive actions—particularly the seizure of power during the October

Revolution—were pivotal in shaping the revolution’s outcome.

Outline

1.  Introduction

Brief context of the 1917 Revolution.

2.  Introduce the Bolsheviks and their significance.

3.  State thesis.

•  Reference Document 1: Lenin’s call for a proletarian state.

•  Explain how Marxist theory provided a clear narrative for workers.

•  Show how this ideology attracted broad support.

•  Reference Document 2: Visual evidence of organization.

•  Discuss Lenin’s strategic use of propaganda.

•  Show how disciplined party structure enabled rapid mobilization.

•  Reference Document 4: Critique of Kerensky.

•  Explain how Bolshevik opposition to the Provisional Government created a power vacuum.

•  Show how the party leveraged this vacuum.

•  Reference Document 3: Factory worker’s diary.

•  Detail the seizure of key institutions (Telegraph Office, etc.).

•  Show how this decisive action cemented Bolshevik power.

•  Restate thesis.

•  Summarize key points.

•  Briefly mention the long �term impact of Bolshevik rule.

Sample Evidence and Analysis

•  Document 1 (Lenin): “The proletariat must seize the state.” This statement underscores the Bolsheviks’ 

commitment to a proletarian dictatorship, providing a clear ideological framework that galvanized support.

•  Document 2 (Photograph): The orderly parade demonstrates the Bolsheviks’ disciplined organization and 

public visibility, essential for building legitimacy.

•  Document 4 (Newspaper): The article’s criticism of Kerensky illustrates how Bolshevik propaganda framed the 

Provisional Government as ineffective, thereby eroding public trust.

•  Document 3 (Diary): The worker’s testimony reveals the widespread dissatisfaction among the working class, 

which the Bolsheviks capitalized upon during the October Revolution.

Conclusion

By weaving together ideology, leadership, and decisive action, the Bolshevik Party not only seized power but also

set the stage for a new political paradigm in Russia. Their role in the Russian Revolution was therefore both

decisive and transformative.

7. Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using an Answer Key



Even with a solid model, students often fall into the following traps:

•  Over �reliance on the answer key. Treat it as a guide, not a cheat sheet.

•  Neglecting the prompt’s specific wording. A thesis that misses the exact question will lose marks.

•  Inadequate analysis. Simply citing documents without explaining their significance is insufficient.

•  Weak organization. A logical flow from introduction to conclusion is essential for coherence.

•  Ignoring counterarguments. Acknowledging alternative viewpoints strengthens your argument.

•  Limited vocabulary. Use varied terminology to demonstrate mastery of historical language.
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