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Introduction

Spanish learners around the world often find themselves tangled in the web of verb conjugations. Among the many 

tenses that can be intimidating, the imperfect tense—known in Spanish as el pretérito imperfecto—stands out for

its subtlety and nuance. Whether you’re a high �school student tackling a homework assignment, a language teacher

preparing a lesson plan, or a self �studying adult trying to master the language, understanding the imperfect tense is

essential.

In this guide, we’ll dive deep into the mechanics of the imperfect tense, explore its uses, highlight common pitfalls, 

and, most importantly, provide a practical answer key gramatica the imperfect tensesection that you can use to

check your work. By the end, you’ll feel confident conjugating verbs, choosing the right tense, and spotting errors in

your own writing.

Let’s begin our journey into the heart of Spanish grammar.

What Is the Imperfect Tense?

The imperfect tense is a past tense that describes ongoing, habitual, or descriptive actions that took place in the

past. Unlike the preterite, which marks completed actions, the imperfect focuses on the process or context of an

event.

In English, you might express the same idea with phrases such as “was doing,” “used to,” or “always.” For example:

•  Spanish: Yo cocineraba cuando me llamaste. – “I was cooking when you called me.”

•  Spanish: Ella leía todos los días. – “She used to read every day.”

Understanding these subtleties is key to mastering the imperfect tense.

Conjugation Basics

Spanish verbs are categorized into three groups based on their infinitive endings: -ar, -er, and -ir. Each group

follows a consistent pattern in the imperfect tense.

1.  Yo -aba

2.  Tú -abas

3.  Él/Ella/Usted -aba

4.  Nosotros/Nosotras -ábamos

5.  Vosotros/Vosotras -abais

6.  Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes -aban

1.  Yo -ía

2.  Tú -ías

3.  Él/Ella/Usted -ía

4.  Nosotros/Nosotras -íamos

5.  Vosotros/Vosotras -íais

6.  Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes -ían



Notice how the endings are identical for -er and -ir verbs, simplifying the learning process.

Irregularities to Watch For

While most verbs follow the regular patterns, several common verbs are irregular in the imperfect:

•  Decir – dije, dijiste, dijo, dijimos, dijisteis, dijeron (note the stem change)

•  Haber – había, habías, había, habíamos, habíais, habían

•  Ir – iba, ibas, iba, íbamos, ibais, iban

•  Ver – veía, veías, veía, veíamos, veíais, veían

Memorizing these irregular forms is essential because they appear frequently in everyday conversation.

When to Use the Imperfect Tense

The imperfect tense is versatile. Below are the main contexts in which it is used:

1. Describing Past Habits and Routines

When you want to talk about actions that happened regularly or habitually in the past, the imperfect is the go �to

tense.

Yo comía cereal todas las mañanas.

They jugaban al fútbol los sábados.

2. Setting the Scene

Use the imperfect to paint a background picture—describe the setting, people, or circumstances before a specific

event occurs.

El verano era caliente y soleado.

La casa era grande y amplia.

3. Describing Physical or Emotional States

When referring to ongoing conditions—such as feelings, physical states, or weather—you use the imperfect.

Estaba feliz con mi nuevo trabajo.

La lluvia caía suavemente.

4. Parallel Actions in the Past

When two or more actions were happening simultaneously in the past, the imperfect is typically used for the

background action while the preterite indicates the main event.

Mientras leía un libro, escuchaba música.

5. Indirect Speech and Polite Requests

When narrating what someone said or making polite requests, the imperfect can signal a softer tone.

Ella pedi que me ayudara con la tarea.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced learners can slip into errors when using the imperfect tense. Below are the most frequent

mistakes and practical tips to correct them.



Mixing Imperfect and Preterite

Students often confuse when to use the imperfect versus the preterite. Remember: use the preterite for completed

actions and the imperfect for ongoing or habitual actions.

Example:

•  Incorrect: Yo comí una manzana. (suggests a single, completed action)

•  Correct: Yo comía una manzana cada día. (habitual action)

Forgetting the “-ábamos” Ending

Many learners drop the -ábamos ending for first �person plural verbs. Practice with flashcards or use the answer key 

gramatica the imperfect tense to double �check your conjugations.

Using the Wrong Pronoun

Spanish pronouns must match the subject. A common error is mixing tú with ustedor vice versa. Always pair the

correct pronoun with its verb ending.

Ignoring Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs in the imperfect are frequent. Neglecting them can lead to confusion. Keep a list of irregular stems

handy.

Over �Simplifying Contexts

In complex narratives, learners may inadvertently use the preterite for background details. Practice with storytelling

exercises to maintain the proper tense hierarchy.

Sample Exercises and an Answer Key Gramatica the Imperfect Tense

Practice is the most effective way to internalize the imperfect tense. Below are a series of exercises followed by a 

comprehensive answer key. Use the answer key gramatica the imperfect tenseto verify your responses and

learn from any mistakes.

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Conjugate the verbs in parentheses into the imperfect tense.

1.  Cuando era niño, jugar con mis amigos en el parque.

2.  Mi abuela cocinar paella todos los domingos.

3.  Mientras estudiar, escuchaba música.

4.  Los estudiantes leer libros interesantes.

5.  El profesor explicar la lección claramente.

Exercise 2: Transform to Imperfect

Rewrite the following sentences, changing the verb to the imperfect tense.

1.  Yo comí una ensalada.

2.  Ellos viajaron a Madrid.

3.  Nosotros vi la película.

4.  Usted escribió una carta.

5.  María escribió una novela.

Exercise 3: Multiple Choice

Choose the correct imperfect form.



1.  Yo ___ (hablar) con mi madre.

hablo

2.  hablaba

3.  hablaría

•  fueron

•  iban

•  irían

•  veo

•  veíamos

•  veríamos

Answer Key Gramatica the Imperfect Tense

Below is the answer key for the exercises above. Cross �check your responses and note any discrepancies.

1.  Yo jugaba con mis amigos en el parque.

2.  Mi abuela cocinaba paella todos los domingos.

3.  Mientras estudiaba, escuchaba música.

4.  Los estudiantes leían libros interesantes.

5.  El profesor explicaba la lección claramente.

1.  Yo comía una ensalada.

2.  Ellos viajaban a Madrid.

3.  Nosotros veíamos la película.

4.  Usted escribía una carta.

5.  María escribía una novela.

1.  Yo hablaba con mi madre.

2.  Ellos iban al cine.

3.  Nosotros veíamos la puesta de sol.

Use this answer key gramatica the imperfect tenseas a reference whenever you practice. It’s a reliable way to

ensure you’re conjugating correctly and applying the tense appropriately.

Tips for Mastering the Imperfect T
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