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Introduction

In today’s world of advanced infrastructure, engineers are constantly seeking tools that can accurately predict how 

structures will behave under various loads, environmental conditions, and unforeseen events. ANSYS, a leading 

finite element analysis (FEA) platform, has become indispensable for civil engineers who design bridges, 

skyscrapers, dams, and transportation networks. This article offers a comprehensive, step �by �step ANSYS tutorial 

exampletailored to civil engineering projects, illustrating how to set up, run, and interpret simulations for real �world

challenges. Whether you’re a seasoned professional or a student beginning your career, these examples will equip

you with practical knowledge to harness ANSYS’s full potential.

What Is ANSYS and Why It Matters in Civil Engineering?

ANSYS is a suite of engineering simulation software that enables users to model complex physical phenomena—

mechanics, thermal, fluid dynamics, and electromagnetics—using the finite element method. For civil engineers,

ANSYS offers:

•  Structural analysis of beams, plates, and shells under static, dynamic, and seismic loads.

•  Soil �structure interaction modeling to evaluate foundation performance.

•  Thermal and moisture analysis for concrete durability studies.

•  Seamless integration with CAD tools like Autodesk Revit and Bentley MicroStation.

By providing a virtual environment to test designs before construction, ANSYS reduces risk, saves time, and

ensures compliance with safety standards.

Key Features of ANSYS for Civil Engineering Projects

While ANSYS is versatile, certain features are particularly valuable for civil engineers:

1.  Advanced Material Libraries—including concrete, steel, composites, and geotechnical soils.

2.  Multiphysics Coupling—simultaneously solving structural, thermal, and fluid problems.

3.  Large �Scale Mesh Generation—capable of handling millions of elements for detailed bridge or dam models.

4.  Dynamic and Modal Analysis—critical for earthquake engineering and vibration studies.

5.  Post �Processing Tools—interactive plots, animations, and data extraction for clear reporting.

Getting Started: Installing ANSYS

Before diving into tutorials, ensure you have a valid ANSYS license and the latest version installed. The installation

process typically involves:

1.  Downloading the installer from the ANSYS website or your institution’s software portal.

2.  Running the installer with administrative privileges.

3.  Choosing the desired modules—e.g., Mechanical APDL, Workbench, or CFD—based on project needs.

4.  Verifying the installation by launching the ANSYS Workbench and creating a new project.

Once installed, you’ll have access to the Workbench interface, where most civil engineering tutorials are conducted.



ANSYS Tutorial Example 1: Bridge Design

Bridges are iconic civil engineering structures that must withstand dynamic traffic loads, wind, and seismic events.

This example demonstrates how to model a simple simply �supported beam bridge and evaluate its structural

performance.

Problem Description

Design a steel beam bridge spanning 30 /m, carrying a uniform live load of 5 /kN/m. The goal is to determine the 

maximum bending stress and deflection, ensuring compliance with ACI and AASHTO design codes.

Model Setup

Open ANSYS Workbench and follow these steps:

1.  Create a new Structural project.

2.  Drag a Static Structural system onto the Project Schematic.

3.  Double �click the Model cell to launch the DesignModeler or SpaceClaim (depending on your version).

4.  Sketch a rectangular cross �section (e.g., 0.5 /m /× /0.3 /m) and extrude to 30 /m length.

5.  Assign Steel (AISI 1020) as the material.

Meshing

For accurate stress distribution:

•  Use quadrilateral shell elements for the beam.

•  Set a global mesh size of 0.5 /m, refining near supports.

•  Verify mesh convergence by comparing results with a finer mesh.

Analysis

Define boundary conditions:

•  Constrain both ends in all directions (fixed supports).

•  Apply a uniform pressure of 5 /kN/m along the top surface to represent traffic load.

•  Set the analysis type to Static.

Run the solver and monitor convergence.

Result Interpretation

After the solve, open the Results node:

1.  Plot Maximum Principal Stress and Maximum Deflection.

2.  Check that the maximum stress does not exceed the yield strength of the steel ("H /250 /MPa).

3.  Ensure deflection stays below the code �specified limit (e.g., L/240).

4.  Export the results to a PDF report for stakeholders.

ANSYS Tutorial Example 2: Earthquake Simulation for a High �Rise Building

Seismic resilience is paramount for tall structures. This example covers modal analysis, response spectra, and

dynamic analysis of a 30 �story building.

Problem Description

Simulate the dynamic response of a reinforced concrete building under a regional seismic spectrum. Evaluate

interstory drifts and floor accelerations.



Model Setup

1.  Use ANSYS Workbench and create a Modal Structural system.

2.  Import a 3D CAD model of the building (e.g., from Revit).

3.  Define Reinforced Concrete (RC) material properties: modulus of elasticity 30 /GPa, density 2400 /kg/m³.

4.  Apply Rayleigh damping with 5% critical damping.

Boundary Conditions

Set the base as a fixed support and apply a seismic base shear using a ground motion input file.

Modal Analysis

Compute the first 10 natural frequencies and mode shapes. Verify that the lowest mode is above 0.5 Hz to avoid

resonance with typical earthquake spectra.

Dynamic Response

1.  Run a Transient Structural analysis using the ground motion input.

2.  Extract interstory drift ratios and compare against ASCE 7 limits (e.g., 0.003 for seismic design).

3.  Plot floor accelerations to identify potential issues.

Result Interpretation

Use the Results node to generate:

•  Time �history plots of displacement and velocity.

•  Drift ratio graphs for each floor.

•  A summary table of peak responses.

These outputs inform design modifications such as adding shear walls or tuned mass dampers.

ANSYS Tutorial Example 3: Soil �Structure Interaction

Foundation performance hinges on accurate soil modeling. This example demonstrates coupling a footing with a

surrounding soil mass.

Problem Description

Evaluate settlement of a square footing (4 /m /× /4 /m) under a 500 /kN load, considering nonlinear soil behavior.

Modeling Soil

1.  Create a 3D block representing the soil (e.g., 10 /m /× /10 /m /× /15 /m).

2.  Assign Mohr �Coulomb material with parameters: cohesion 50 /kPa, friction angle 30°, modulus 30 /MPa.

3.  Apply a gravity load of 9.81 /m/s².

Coupling

Use the Contact interface to model the footing �soil boundary:

•  Set friction coefficient to 0.5.

•  Enable penetration tolerance for accurate contact detection.

Analysis

Run a Static Structuralanalysis with a load step applying the 500 kN load incrementally to capture nonlinear soil

response.

Results



Post �process to extract:

1.  Footing displacement (settlement).

2.  Stress distribution in the soil.

3.  Contact pressure map.

Compare settlement against allowable limits (e.g., 30 /mm for residential foundations).

Tips for Efficient Civil Engineering Workflows in ANSYS

•  Use Templates—save time by reusing standard material libraries and boundary condition setups.

•  Automate Mesh Refinement—apply mesh controls near critical regions to balance accuracy and 

computational cost.

•  Leverage Batch Processing for parametric studies or sensitivity analyses.

•  Integrate Revit or BIM models directly to reduce manual geometry recreation.

•  Employ Post �Processing Scripts (Python) to extract data for reports automatically.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

1.  Inadequate Mesh—coarse meshes can hide stress concentrations. Always perform a mesh convergence 

study.

2.  Ignoring Material Nonlinearity—for concrete or soil, linear elastic assumptions may lead to inaccurate 

predictions.

3.  Incorrect Boundary Conditions—misapplied supports can artificially stiffen the model.

4.  Overlooking Damping—especially in dynamic analyses, neglecting damping can overestimate vibration 

amplitudes.

5.  Failing to Validate Results—compare simulation outputs with analytical solutions or experimental data 

whenever possible.

Resources for Further Learning

•  ANSYS Official Documentation – detailed guides on modules and features.

•  ANSYS Community Forums – peer �reviewed solutions and best practices.
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