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AP Bio Chapter 6 Study Guide Answers: Mastering Cell Communication

AP Biology’s Chapter 6, “Cell Communication,” is a cornerstone for understanding how cells coordinate actions,

respond to stimuli, and maintain homeostasis. Whether you’re preparing for the AP exam or simply deepening your

biology knowledge, a clear, detailed study guide with accurate answers can make the difference between a solid

grasp and a shaky understanding. In this comprehensive guide, we break down every essential concept, provide

concise answers to common questions, and share practical study strategies to help you ace the exam.
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Chapter 6 Overview

Cell communication is the language cells use to exchange information. It involves a complex network of signal 

molecules (hormones, neurotransmitters, growth factors), receptors, and signal transduction pathwaysthat

transform external signals into cellular responses. Chapter 6 covers:

•  Signal types and their roles.

•  Receptor classes (integral, peripheral, and transmembrane).

•  Second messengers and phosphorylation cascades.

•  Key pathways such as the MAPK cascade and cAMP signaling.

•  Cell communication in development, immune response, and homeostasis.

Key Concepts Covered

Understanding Chapter 6 requires mastering several interconnected concepts. Below is a quick snapshot:

1.  Signal Molecules – Small molecules (neurotransmitters, hormones) and proteins (growth factors).

2.  Receptor Types – Integral (channel), peripheral (binding), and transmembrane (G �protein coupled).

3.  Signal Transduction – Cascades that amplify signals through phosphorylation.

4.  Second Messengers – Intracellular molecules (cAMP, IP3, Ca² z) that propagate signals.

5.  Cell Communication in Development – Pattern formation via morphogens and gradients.

6.  Homeostatic Feedback Loops – Negative and positive feedback mechanisms.

Study Guide Answers

Cell communication can be divided into autocrine, paracrine, endocrine, and synapticsignaling. Each mode



varies in distance and signal type.

•  Autocrine – A cell responds to signals it secretes itself.

•  Paracrine – Signals act on neighboring cells.

•  Endocrine – Hormones travel through blood to distant targets.

•  Synaptic – Rapid neurotransmission across synapses.

Signal molecules are classified by size, charge, and solubility. They determine receptor type and signaling

mechanism.



Signal Type Examples Receptor Location Key Pathways

Neurotransmitters Acetylcholine, Dopamine, 
GABA

Synaptic cleft, neuronal 
membrane

Ion channel opening, 
GPCR activation

Hormones Insulin, Thyroxine, Estrogen Target cell membrane or 
cytoplasm

Receptor tyrosine kinases, 
steroid receptor binding

Growth Factors EGF, FGF, TGF �; Cell surface receptors MAPK cascade, PI3K/Akt 
pathway

Second Messengers cAMP, IP3, DAG, Ca² z Intracellular Protein kinase activation, 
Ca² z �dependent processes

Signal transduction turns an external stimulus into a cellular response. The process typically involves:

1.  Ligand Binding – Signal molecule attaches to its receptor.

2.  Receptor Activation – Conformational change or dimerization.

3.  Signal Amplification – Cascades like phosphorylation loops.

4.  Second Messenger Production – Rapid diffusion of small molecules.

5.  Effector Activation – Enzymes, ion channels, or transcription factors.

6.  Response Execution – Gene expression changes, metabolic shifts, or cytoskeletal rearrangements.

Key pathways include:

•  cAMP/PKA Pathway – Gs �coupled receptors stimulate adenylate cyclase.

•  IP3/DAG Pathway – Gq �coupled receptors activate phospholipase C.

•  MAPK Cascade – Sequential phosphorylation of MAPKKK, MAPKK, and MAPK.

•  PI3K/Akt Pathway – Regulates cell survival and metabolism.

GPCRs are the largest family of cell surface receptors. They mediate responses to a wide range of signals, from

light to hormones.

1.  Structure – Seven transmembrane alpha �helices.

2.  Activation – Ligand binding causes G �protein exchange of GDP for GTP.

3.  Signal Divergence – Different G;��7V units (Gs, Gi, Gq, G12/13) trigger distinct pathways.

4.  Desensitization – Receptor phosphorylation by GRKs and arrestin binding.

Example: The ;"���G&VæW&v–0 receptor, a GPCR, binds adrenaline, activates Gs, increases cAMP, and stimulates PKA

to raise heart rate.

Ion channels are integral membrane proteins that allow selective passage of ions, generating electrical signals.

•  Voltage �Gated Channels – Open/close in response to membrane potential changes.

•  Ligand �Gated Channels – Open upon ligand binding (e.g., acetylcholine receptors).

•  Leak Channels – Maintain resting potential.

Key points for AP Bio:

•  Resting membrane potential "H "�70 mV.

•  Action potential involves rapid Na z influx and K z efflux.

•  Synaptic transmission relies on Ca² z �dependent neurotransmitter release.

During embryogenesis, cells interpret morphogen gradients to determine fate. Classic examples include:



•  Hox Genes – Pattern limb development via positional information.

•  Notch �Delta Pathway – Cell �to �cell contact signaling for differentiation.

•  Wnt/;"��6�FVæ–â	b�&VwVÆ�FW2�7FVÒ�6VÆÂ�&VæPwal and tissue polarity.

Understanding these pathways helps explain congenital defects and stem cell biology.
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