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Introduction

Preparing for the AQA A Level Physics exam can feel like navigating a complex maze of equations, diagrams, and 

theoretical concepts. The first year, in particular, lays the groundwork for everything that follows, covering the core 

ideas that underpin advanced topics. For many students, the sheer volume of material can be overwhelming, 

especially when juggling other commitments. That’s where well �structured support materials come into play.

Collins Student Support Materials for AQA provide a comprehensive, user �friendly pathway through the Year 1

syllabus. By aligning closely with the official specification, they offer clear explanations, illustrative examples, and

targeted revision tools that help students build confidence and depth of understanding. In this article we’ll walk

through the essential aspects of these resources, explain why the first three sections are pivotal, and give practical

advice on how to use Collins materials to maximise exam performance.

Understanding the AQA A Level Physics Syllabus

Key Themes of Year 1

The AQA Year /1 syllabus is divided into three main sections, each addressing a distinct area of physics:

•  Section /1 – Mechanics and Energy: Covers motion, forces, work, energy, and conservation laws.

•  Section /2 – Electricity, Magnetism, and Electromagnetism: Explores circuits, magnetic fields, electromagnetic 

induction, and related applications.

•  Section /3 – Waves, Light, and Optics: Focuses on wave properties, interference, diffraction, and the behaviour 

of light.

These sections form the backbone of the curriculum, ensuring that students grasp fundamental principles before

tackling more specialised topics in Year /2.

How the Syllabus Shapes Revision Strategy

Because the AQA specification is tightly structured, each section builds on the previous one. Mechanics and

energy concepts, for example, are prerequisites for understanding electromagnetic induction. This interdependence

means that a weak grasp in one area can ripple through the entire syllabus. Effective revision, therefore, must treat

each section as a stepping stone, reinforcing foundational knowledge before moving on to more complex ideas.

Why Year 1 Sections /1–3 Matter

Many students underestimate the importance of mastering the first year’s content. However, the AQA examiners

look for a consistent application of core principles across all topics. Here’s why each section is crucial:

1.  Section /1 – Mechanics and Energy: Provides the language of motion and forces that is essential for analysing 

any physical system. A solid grasp of Newton’s laws, energy conservation, and kinematics is indispensable for 

solving problems in both Year /1 and Year /2.

2.  Section /2 – Electricity, Magnetism, and Electromagnetism: Introduces the principles that govern modern 



technology, from simple circuits to complex electromagnetic devices. Understanding Ohm’s law, Kirchhoff’s rules, 

and Faraday’s law equips students to tackle a wide range of exam questions.

3.  Section /3 – Waves, Light, and Optics: Covers wave phenomena that appear across physics, from acoustic 

waves to electromagnetic radiation. Mastery of interference, diffraction, and the properties of light is critical for 

solving optics questions and for the integrated physics questions that span multiple sections.

In short, the first year’s material is not just a prerequisite; it is the foundation upon which every subsequent concept

is built.

Collins Student Support Materials: An Overview

Collins has long been a trusted name in educational publishing, and its student support range for AQA A Level

Physics is designed to complement the official textbook. The materials are crafted to:

•  AQA specification;

•  

•  

Below we break down the main components of the Collins support pack and explain how each can be leveraged for

maximum benefit.

Core Textbook and Workbook

The Collins AQA A Level Physics textbook is structured into the same three sections as the syllabus, ensuring that

students can follow along with the exam board’s expectations. The accompanying workbook contains:

•  Extended practice problems that mirror exam question styles;

•  Step �by �step solutions that highlight common pitfalls;

•  Self �assessment sections that allow students to gauge their progress.

By working through the workbook alongside the main text, students reinforce their learning and develop

problem �solving fluency.

Revision Guides and Summary Sheets

For busy revision schedules, concise reference sheets are invaluable. Collins provides:

•  Section �specific summary sheets that distill complex topics into key equations and definitions;

•  Colour �coded charts that help visual learners make connections between related concepts;

•  Exam �style “quick �look” sheets that list typical question types and the skills required to answer them.

These tools enable students to review large amounts of content quickly, making them ideal for last �minute revision

or for reinforcing learning after class.

Digital Resources and Interactive Content

Collins’ digital platform offers interactive quizzes, video tutorials, and virtual labs. These resources:

•  Provide immediate feedback, helping students identify gaps in understanding;

•  Simulate real �world experiments, giving hands �on experience with concepts like Ohm’s law or wave 

interference;

•  Allow for flexible learning, letting students study on the go or in short bursts.

When integrated with the textbook, digital tools can deepen comprehension and make revision more engaging.

Past Paper Sets and Mark Schemes



Exam practice is the single most effective way to prepare for AQA A Level Physics. Collins offers curated past

paper sets that match the structure and difficulty of the actual exams. Each set includes:

•  Full exam papers from recent years;

•  Detailed mark schemes that explain how points are awarded;

•  Answer keys with commentary on common errors.

Using these past papers, students can simulate exam conditions, refine time �management skills, and become

familiar with the language and expectations of the examiners.

How to Use Collins Resources Effectively

Having a rich suite of materials is only half the battle; how you use them determines your success. Below are

practical strategies for integrating Collins resources into a coherent study plan.

1. Map Your Revision to the Syllabus

Start by creating a revision timetable that follows the three sections in order. Allocate more time to sections that

historically pose greater challenges, such as wave phenomena or electromagnetic induction. Use the Collins

summary sheets as a quick reference to keep track of key equations and concepts.

2. Alternate Between Reading and Practice

Read a chapter from the textbook, then immediately tackle the corresponding workbook problems. This active

learning loop ensures that new knowledge is reinforced before it fades. For each problem, write down the

underlying principle before attempting a solution; this habit strengthens conceptual understanding.

3. Leverage Digital Quizzes for Immediate Feedback

After completing a set of problems, take a Collins digital quiz on the same topic. The instant feedback will highlight

misconceptions and reinforce correct reasoning. Repeat the quiz after a week to test retention.

4. Simulate Exam Conditions with Past Papers

Set aside a block of time—ideally a full day—to work through a past paper without any aids. Time yourself strictly

according to the exam schedule. Afterward, compare your answers against the mark scheme, noting where you lost

marks and why.

5. Use Flashcards for Key Equations

Create a deck of Collins flashcards that lists equations, definitions, and unit conversions. Review them daily,

especially before exams, to keep formulas fresh in your mind.

6. Review Mistakes Systematically

Maintain a “mistake log” where you record every incorrect answer, the reason for the mistake, and the lesson

learned. Periodically revisit this log to ensure you’re not repeating the same errors.

7. Seek Peer Discussion for Complex Topics

Topics like interference patterns or magnetic field lines can be abstract. Form study groups to discuss these

concepts, using Collins diagrams and video tutorials as visual aids. Explaining a concept to someone else is one of

the most effective ways to cement your own understanding.

Exam Techniques and Revision Strategies



Beyond mastering content, succeeding in the AQA A Level Physics exam requires specific techniques. Collins

resources are designed to support these skills as well.

Understanding the Question Structure

Exam questions often follow a predictable pattern: a brief context, a clear ask, and a requirement for either

calculation, explanation, or a combination. By practicing with Collins past papers, you’ll learn to quickly identify the

question type and the relevant concepts.

Time Management

Each paper has a strict time limit. Allocate time based on question weight: typically, a 10 �point question might

require 12 /minutes, while a 3 �point question could be answered in 4 /minutes. Use the Collins time �management tips to 

refine your
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