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Introduction

For students preparing for the AQA Computing Comp1 exam, the 2014 electronic answer document is a critical

resource. It provides a clear template for organizing answers, ensuring that each response meets the assessment

objectives while adhering to the exam board’s formatting requirements. Whether you’re a first �year student tackling

the exam for the first time or a seasoned candidate revisiting past papers, understanding how to use the electronic

answer sheet effectively can make a significant difference in your performance.

Understanding the AQA Computing Comp1 Exam

Exam Structure and Format

The AQA Computing Comp1 exam is divided into two main sections: the Theory and the Practical. The Theory

portion typically consists of multiple choice, short answer, and extended answer questions that test conceptual

knowledge. The Practical part requires students to demonstrate problem �solving skills through coding tasks,

algorithm design, and system analysis.

In 2014, the exam was delivered in an electronic format, meaning students were expected to submit their answers

via a digital platform. This shift introduced new expectations regarding file naming conventions, file types, and the

overall structure of the answer document.

Assessment Objectives

The exam is designed around four key assessment objectives:

•  Knowledge and Understanding – Demonstrating a solid grasp of computing concepts.

•  Application and Analysis – Applying knowledge to solve problems and analyze systems.

•  Design and Development – Designing algorithms and developing code.

•  Evaluation – Critically evaluating solutions and reflecting on their effectiveness.

Each question is mapped to one or more of these objectives, and the electronic answer document must clearly

reflect how each answer addresses them.

The Role of the Electronic Answer Document

Why Electronic Answers Matter

Submitting answers electronically offers several advantages:

•  It ensures consistency in formatting, making it easier for examiners to read and grade.

•  It allows for the inclusion of code snippets, diagrams, and tables in a clean, readable format.

•  It reduces the risk of lost or damaged paper copies.

Because the marking process is automated to some extent, the document’s structure can influence how the

marking software parses and scores each response.

How to Prepare Your Electronic Answer Sheet

Follow these steps to create a polished electronic answer document:



1.  Choose the Right Software: Use a word processor that supports tables and code formatting, such as 

Microsoft Word or Google Docs. Save the file in PDF format for compatibility.

2.  Follow the Template: The AQA 2014 template includes sections for each question, a header with your name 

and candidate number, and space for marking criteria.

3.  Use Clear Headings: Label each answer clearly (e.g., “Q1 – A”, “Q2 – B”). This helps examiners locate 

specific responses quickly.

4.  Insert Code Properly: Use monospaced fonts and syntax highlighting where possible. Indent code blocks 

consistently.

5.  Check File Size: Ensure the final PDF is under the maximum upload limit (usually 5 /MB).

Key Features of the 2014 Electronic Answer Document

Document Layout and Sections

The 2014 answer sheet is divided into the following main components:

•  Header – Student details and exam information.

•  Question Sections – Each question is presented with a dedicated space for the answer.

•  Marking Criteria – A side panel that lists the criteria for each question.

•  Appendix – Optional area for supplementary material such as code files or diagrams.

Maintaining this structure ensures that every answer aligns with the required assessment objectives.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students often make errors that can cost valuable marks:

•  Incorrect File Naming: The file must follow the format “CandidateNumber_Comp1_2014.pdf”.

•  Missing Sections: Omitting a question’s answer or the marking criteria can lead to automatic deductions.

•  Formatting Issues: Using unsupported fonts or excessive line spacing can confuse the marking software.

•  Incomplete Code: Code snippets that are not properly highlighted or indented may be misinterpreted.

Strategies for Mastering the 2014 Exam

Study Resources

Leverage a mix of textbooks, revision guides, and online platforms:

•  Official AQA Comp1 revision kit.

•  Past papers and mark schemes from 2014.

•  Online tutorials on algorithm design and data structures.

•  Discussion forums where students share best practices for electronic submissions.

Practice with Sample Papers

Repetition is key. Work through at least two full past papers, timing yourself to simulate exam conditions. After each

attempt, compare your answers against the official mark scheme to identify gaps.

Time Management Tips

1.  Allocate Time per Section: Spend 20 /% of your total time on the Theory section and 80 /% on the Practical.

2.  Use the “Plan Your Answer” Space: Briefly outline your approach before writing the final answer.

3.  Check Your Work: Reserve the last 10 /% of the exam for proofreading and formatting checks.

Assessment Criteria and Scoring



Understanding the Mark Allocation

The 2014 exam allocated marks as follows:

•  Theory – 60 marks.

•  Practical – 40 marks.

Each question carries a specific mark value, and the marking rubric details the points awarded for each

assessment objective.

How Marking Works in Electronic Format

Automated marking software scans the PDF for keywords, code syntax, and formatting. Therefore, it’s crucial to:

•  Use clear, concise language.

•  Include relevant code comments.

•  Highlight critical sections with bold or italics where appropriate.

These practices help the software correctly identify the content relevant to each criterion.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: How do I submit the electronic answer document?

Upload the PDF via the AQA online portal before the deadline. Confirm the upload by checking the confirmation

email.

Q2: What if I forget to attach my answer?

Contact your teacher immediately. Late submissions may be accepted under special circumstances, but this is not

guaranteed.

Q3: Can I include external files (e.g., .zip of code)?

Only if the exam instructions explicitly allow it. Typically, all code must be embedded within the PDF.

Q4: How can I ensure my code is readable?

Use a monospaced font, indent consistently, and add comments that explain key steps.

Conclusion

Mastering the AQA Computing Comp1 exam requires more than just technical knowledge; it demands a clear

understanding of the electronic answer document’s structure and the assessment criteria. By following the

guidelines outlined above—organizing your answers meticulously, using the correct formatting, and practicing with

past papers—you’ll be well positioned to achieve a high score. Remember, the 2014 electronic answer document is

not merely a submission tool; it’s an integral part of the assessment process that, when used effectively, can

showcase your computing skills to their fullest potential.
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