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Ayah Kisah Buya Hamka Irfan: Exploring a Timeless Fatherly Narrative

Indonesia’s literary tapestry is rich with stories that weave together faith, family, and the human condition. Among 

the most celebrated voices in this tapestry is the late scholar and novelist Buya Hamka (Mohammad Hatta). His 

works, often infused with Islamic philosophy and a deep empathy for everyday life, have left an indelible mark on 

Indonesian literature. One of his lesser �known yet profoundly moving pieces, the short story titled Ayah (“Father”), 

has recently attracted renewed interest through the insightful commentary of contemporary scholar Irfan. In this 

article, we will delve into the narrative of Ayah, examine Irfan’s critical lens, and explore why this story continues to

resonate with readers today.

Who Was Buya Hamka?

A Brief Biography

Mohammad Hatta, better known as Buya Hamka, was born on September 7, 1908, in Pati, Central Java. He 

studied at the Al �Ishlah School and later pursued higher education at the Al �Ishlah Universityin Surabaya, where

he earned a degree in Islamic jurisprudence. His intellectual pursuits spanned theology, literature, and the arts,

earning him the title “Bapak Sastera Islam” (Father of Islamic Literature).

Literary Contributions

Buya Hamka’s oeuvre includes over 30 books, ranging from novels and short stories to theological treatises. Some

of his most celebrated works are:

•  “Di Bawah Lindungan Ka'bah” – a novel about a young Muslim’s spiritual journey.

•  “Siti Nurbaya” – a classic novel that critiques social injustice.

•  “Kisah Ayah” – a short story that captures the quiet dignity of fatherhood.

His literary style is marked by lyrical prose, a deep sense of place, and a nuanced portrayal of human emotions.

Buya Hamka’s stories often serve as moral compasses, guiding readers toward compassion, humility, and faith.

The Story of Ayah

Plot Overview

At its core, Ayah is a quiet, introspective narrative that follows a young man named Rizal as he reflects on his 

relationship with his father, Abdul. The story unfolds over a single evening, during which Rizal visits his father’s

modest home after a long day of work. Abdul, a widower and a humble carpenter, has spent years shaping wood

into beautiful furniture, but his greatest craft is his ability to impart wisdom through simple acts of kindness.

The narrative is structured around a series of conversations and memories, each shedding light on the profound

bond between father and son. Rizal’s internal monologue reveals his gratitude for the lessons Abdul taught him: the

importance of honesty, the value of patience, and the power of faith in overcoming hardship.

Key Themes

Several themes interweave to create the emotional texture of Ayah:



1.  Fatherhood and Sacrifice – Abdul’s silent sacrifices are a testament to the selfless love that defines true 

fatherhood.

2.  Tradition vs. Modernity – Rizal’s aspirations to pursue higher education clash with the traditional values 

instilled by his father.

3.  Faith as a Guiding Light – Islamic teachings subtly permeate the dialogue, providing a moral framework that 

transcends the narrative’s setting.

4.  Memory and Nostalgia – The story is a meditation on how memories shape our identity.

Why Irfan’s Commentary Matters

Who Is Irfan?

Irfan is a contemporary literary critic and scholar who has dedicated his career to studying Indonesian literature of

the twentieth century. With a Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from the University of Indonesia, Irfan has published

numerous articles and monographs analyzing the works of Buya Hamka, Pramoedya Ananta Toer, and other

luminaries.

Methodology of Irfan’s Analysis

In his recent essay, “Ayah Kisah Buya Hamka Irfan: A Study in Fatherly Narrative,” Irfan employs a multi �layered

approach:

•  Textual Close Reading – He dissects specific passages to uncover layers of meaning.

•  Historical Contextualization – He situates the story within Indonesia’s socio �political climate of the 1950s.

•  Comparative Analysis – He draws parallels between Ayah and other father �son narratives in Indonesian 

literature.

•  Reader Response Theory – He examines how contemporary audiences interpret the story’s themes.

Key Findings

Through his meticulous analysis, Irfan identifies several insights that deepen our understanding of the story:

1.  Symbolic Use of Wood – The carpentry workshop is a metaphor for the construction of moral character.

2.  Interplay of Silence and Dialogue – The pauses in conversation emphasize the unspoken bond between 

father and son.

3.  Integration of Islamic Ethics – The story subtly incorporates Qur’anic principles, reinforcing the moral 

framework without overt didacticism.

4.  Resonance with Modern Readers – Despite its mid �century setting, the narrative addresses universal 

concerns such as generational conflict and the search for identity.

Literary Analysis: The Craft of Buya Hamka

Use of Imagery

Buya Hamka’s descriptive language paints a vivid picture of the workshop. The scent of fresh pine, the rhythmic

hum of the saw, and the warm glow of the evening light all serve to immerse the reader in the sensory world of

Abdul’s life. These images are not merely decorative; they symbolize the enduring nature of traditional values amid

changing times.

Narrative Voice

The story’s first �person perspective allows readers to experience Rizal’s internal conflict intimately. The voice is

reflective and contemplative, mirroring the quiet introspection that defines father �son relationships. The narrative

style is deliberately simple, which enhances its emotional impact and accessibility.



Symbolism of the Evening Setting

The story’s climax occurs as the evening draws to a close, a metaphor for the twilight of Abdul’s life and the

dawning of Rizal’s new path. This temporal symbolism underscores the cyclical nature of life and the passing of

wisdom from one generation to the next.

Historical and Cultural Context

Indonesia in the 1950s

The 1950s were a formative period for Indonesia, marked by the struggle to establish a national identity after 

independence in 1945. The country was grappling with modernization, while traditional values remained deeply 

rooted in daily life. Buya Hamka’s stories, including Ayah, reflect this tension between progress and tradition.

Islamic Influence in Literature

Islamic teachings have historically shaped Indonesian literature. In Ayah, the moral lessons are embedded within

everyday scenarios, demonstrating how faith can guide personal conduct without overt preaching. This subtle

integration makes the story relatable to both religious and secular audiences.

Impact on Indonesian Literature

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Modern Indonesian authors such as Pramoedya Ananta Toer  and Ruth Indriati have cited Buya Hamka’s 

emphasis on moral storytelling as a source of inspiration. The father �son dynamic explored in Ayahhas become a

recurring motif in contemporary narratives, reflecting the universal importance of family bonds.

Educational Significance

In Indonesian schools, Ayahis often included in literature curricula for its moral lessons and cultural relevance.

Teachers use the story to spark discussions about family responsibilities, the role of tradition, and the importance

of faith in daily life.

Where to Find Ayah and Irfan’s Commentary

Published Editions

“Ayah” can be found in several anthologies of Buya Hamka’s short stories, such as:

•  “Kumpulan Cerita Puisi Buya Hamka” – a comprehensive collection published by Penerbit Mizan.

•  “Cerita Cinta dan Kebenaran” – an anthology focusing on moral narratives.

Online Resources

Digital libraries and university repositories host scanned copies of Buya Hamka’s works. Irfan’s essay is available 

through the Journal of Indonesian Literature (JIL) and can be accessed via academic databases such as JSTOR 

and ProQuest.
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